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OPENING  STATEMENT 
INDIVIDUAL  DEFENSE  OF:  ITAGAKI.  Selshlro 

t 

MAY  IT  PLEASE  THIS  TRIBUNAL: 

The  ceunts  io  which  the  aceused,  ITAGAKI,  is  charged  arei«  • 

(1)  With  all  the  accused  In  counts  1  to  5,  of 
participating  In  the  formulation  or  execution  of  a  plan 
concerning  the  Manchurian,  China,  Changkufeng,  and  Nomonhan 
Incident,  and  the  Pacific  V'ar  in  general. 

(2)  With  all  the  accused  in  counts  6  to  17,  with 
having  planned  and  prepared  so-called  wars  of  aggression, 
and  in  violation  of  international  law  against  the  Chinese 
Republic,  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  The  Commonwealth 
of  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Canada,  India,  The  Philippines, 

The  Netherlands,  France,  Thailand  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

(3)  With  some  or  all  the  accused:  L 

(a)  In  counts  18  and  27  respecting  the  causing  and 
execution  of  the  Manchurian  incident, 

(b)  In  counts  19  and  28  respecting  the  causing  and 
execution  of  the  China  incident. 

(c)  In  counts  23  and  33*  respecting  the  causing  and 
execution  of  war  against  France. 

(d)  In  counts  25  and  35»  respecting  the  causing  and 
execution  of  the  Changkufeng  Incident. 

(e)  In  counts  26  and  36,  respecting  the  causing  and 
execution  of  the  Noroonhan  incident, 

(f)  In  counts  29,  30»  31 »  32  and  34-,  respecting  waging 
war  against  the  United  States,  Philippines,  Great 
Britain,  The  Netherlands  and  Thailand, 

(g)  Count  44  charges  cruelties  to  prisoners  of  war; 
count  45  in  respect  to  Nanking;  count  44  in  respect 
to  Canton;  count  47  relates  to  Hankow;  count  51  the 
Nomonhan  incident  and  count  52  the  Changkufeng 

Incident, 
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(h)  Count  ^4  and  55  allege  violations  of  the  laws  of  wan 

The  evidence  which  the  accused  ITAGAKI  will  present, 
taken  in  connection  with  that  already  adduced,  will  showi 

1.  That  he  did  not  consciously  Join  or  participate 

with  anyone  in  any  plan  or  preparation  for  any  war  of  , 

aggression,  or  in  the  execution  thereof  or  any  war  in 
violation  of  international  law, 

2.  That  he  had  no  culpable  or  wrongful  part  in  any 
of  the  incidents  mentioned  in  the  Indictment  and  in  the 
evidence, 

3.  That  he,  likewise,  had  no  culpable  or  wrongful 
part  in  the  causing  of  war  against  the  United  States,  Thv 
Philippines,  Great  Britain,  The  Netherlands  or  Thailand. 

4.  That  he  neither  caused,  counseled,  ordered,  per-  f 

raitted,  committed  or  condoned  any  mistreatment  of  any 
prisoners  of  war  at  any  place. 

That,  on  the  contrary,  at  all  times  and  places  with 
which  he  had  anything  to  do  he  endeavoured  to  see  to  it  thai 
such  prisoners  were  well  and  fairly  treated  and,  within  the 
limits  of  su,  plies  available,  that  they  v/ere  well  fed, 
housed  end  clothed. 

5.  That  he  did  not  commit,  or  cause,  advise,  command 
or  condone  any  violations  of  the  laws  of  war, 

V'e  v;lll  show  that  the  Mukden  incident  was  not  plr,  n* 
but  was  a  chance  occurrence  which  happened  following  a  1' 
scries  of  violent  acts  committed  by  the  Chinese  troops. 

That  the  Kv/antung  Army,  and  Japanese  nationals,  being  in  a 
place  where  they  had  a  right  to  be,  in  order  to  defend  agal 

I 

the  violent  and  murderous  acts  of  the  Chinese  troops,  took  ‘ 
actions  and  measures  solely  for  self-defense. 

The  evidence  will  show  that  there  was  no  plan  to  se  j 

up'  military  government  of  Manchuria  and  that  none  was  set  u,  ^ 

I 

-  2  - 

( 

PURL :  http  ://www.  legal- tools .  org/doc/a9c6e4/ 


Def.  Doc.  2636 


That  there  was  no  plan,  ao  far  as  the  Japanese  were  con¬ 
cerned,  to  have  Manchuria  secede  from  China  and  set  up 
an  independent  State,  and  that  the  movement  which  resulted 
in  such  secession  and  the  establishment  of  Manchukuo  origin¬ 
ated  with  and  was  accomplished  by  the  Manchurians  themselve* 
He  will  show  that  Pu  Yl's  coming  to  Manchuria  was 
the  result  of  the  wishes  of  the  Manchurians  and  the  burning 
desire  on  Pu  Yl's  part  to  be  restored  as  Emperor  of  the 

Manchus. 

It  will  be  shown  that  the  Concordia  Society  of 
Manchukuo,  was  not  to  function  In  furtherance  of  wars  of 
aggression,  but  Its  purpose  was  to  establish  a  peaceful 
land  of  kingly  rule  on  the  basis  of  racial  Concordia;  the 
accused  ITAGAKI  was  not  one  of  the  founders  of  the  society 

and  had  no  control  over  it. 

The  evidence  will  show  that  at  the  time  of  the 

Marco  Polo  Bridge  Incident,  ITAOAKI  was  the  Commander  of 
the  Fifth  Division,  was  not  connected  with  the  General  Staff 
and  had  no  part  in  or  responsibility  for  the  China  Incident 

mentioned  in  count  19 • 

His  evidence  will  disclose  that  at  the  time  of  the 
fall  of  Nanking,  ITAOAKI,  as  Commander  of  the  Fifth  Divis¬ 
ion  was  stationed  at  Paotlng,  Hopei;  that  he  had  no  part 
in,  control  over,  knowledge  of  or  responsibility  for  that 

operation. 

ITAOAKI  became  War  Minister  In  the  KONOYE  Cabinet 
at  the  urgent  request  of  the  Premier  because  KONOYE  knew 

that  ITAOAKI  agreed  with  him,  on 

(a)  withdrawal  of  the  Japanese  army  from  China; 

(b)  peacefrl  settlement  of  the  differences  ertst- 
ing  between  Japan  and  China. 

That  as  War  Minister  In  the  first  KONOYE  Cablnc. 
ITAOAKI  made  effort  to  bring  about  such  withdrawal  and 
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settlement;  but  that  circumstances  such  as  Chinese  millter 
action  and  CHIANG  Kai-Shek ‘s  insistence  on  a  policy  of  dowr 
treading  Japan,  made  it  impossible  and  drove  Japan  into  a 
protracted  war. 

After  the  fall  of  the  KONOYE  Cabinet  HIRANUMA  re¬ 
quested  ITAGAKI  to  remain  os  War  Mii'iistcr,  As  establish¬ 
ment  of  peace  with  China  was  by  this  time  impossible,  no 
other  course  was  open  to  Japan  save  to  endeavor  to  break 
down  China's  antl-Jvapent-ie  attitude. 

This  necessitated  Japan's  geax’ing  her  domestic 
economy  to  enable  her  to  carry  on  such  activities,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  keeping  herself  prepared  to  seize  all 
opportunities  for  settlement  with  China. 

We  will  show  that  the  negotiation  with  Germany  end 
Italy  for  strengthening  the  anti-Comintern  Pact  v/as  not 
for  purposes  of  aggression,  but  to  improve  Japan's  inter¬ 
national  position  and  to  induce  China  to  abandon  her  pro- 
Comintern  end  anti-Japanese  policies,  to  strengthen  Japan 
against  the  Soviet  menace  in  the  North  and  to  save  con¬ 
tinental  China  from  chaos. 

That  Germany's  conclusion  of  a  non-aggression  pact 
with  the  Soviet  Union  ended  the  matter. 

We  will  show  that  with  respect  to  the  advance  of 
some  Japanese  troops  from  China  to  Indo-China  in  September 
194'0,  ITAGAKI  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it  end  was 
and  is  not  responsible  in  any  way.  That  transfer  of  troops 
was  made  by  Imperial  Headquarters  in  Tokyo  which  detached 
the  force  from  the  China  army  and  then  ordered  them  to 
Indo-China.  Counts  15j  23,  and  33  relate  to  this  matter.  • 

From  July  19^1  to  April  1945  ITAGAKI  was  in  command 
of  the  Korean  Army  and  had  no  part  in  the  plan  for  or  open¬ 
ing  of  the  Pacific  War. 
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The  Korean  Array  was  on  a  peace  time  footing  up  to  February 
latf  1^45,  and  had  n»  operational  duties  in  connection  with 
the  Pacific  War, 

From  April  19^5  to  the  termljation  of  the  war  ITAGAK 
was  in  Singapore  as  coT.inander  of  the  7th  Area  Army. 

We  will  show  that  with  respect  to  prisoner  of  war 
camps  they  were  under  the  control  of  the  Southern  Area  Army 

and  administered  under  the  regulations  promulgated  by  tho 

Central  Bureau  in  Tokyo.  ^The  onlj  function  falling  vid^in  1 
duty  wnd  responsibility  of  the  /^n  Area  Array  was  to  hold 

the  custody  of  such  prisoners  and  to  supply  them,  ITAGAKI 
at  all  times  endeavoured  to  see  to  it  that  ell  prisoners 
were  dealt  with  fairly,  and  provided  with  food,  shelter, 
elothing  end  medical  care  within  the  limits  of  the  ■facilit¬ 
ies  evallable.  Allied  sinkings  of  supply  ships  and  severing 
of  transport  and  communication  lines  in  the  area  caused  a 
critical  shortage  of  supplies,  but  he  made  the  best  possible 
use  of  them.  Prisoners  received  substantially  the  same 
rations  as  Japanese  soldiers. 
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